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Chia 

Penis 


Dear  Dr.  Bibby, 
j this  U.C.  ’s  version  of  a 
2HIA  PENIS,  or  have  I 
just  watched  too  much 
late-night  T.  V.  ? 


Your  former  conclusion  is 
in  fact  correct.  This  is  the 
CHIA  PENIS.  It  was 


rxE idwioE 


originally  part  of  a botany 
experiment  conducted  at 
'niversity  College  and 
indeed  inspired  the  infa- 
mous CHIA  PETS  that  you 
.an  buy  at  K-MART  and 
■>ther  fine  retail  outlets, 
rme  helpful  hints  for 
lose  owning  a CHIA 
PENTS:  always  keep  your 
CHIA  PENIS  trimmed  - a 
bushy  CHIA  could  cause 
irritation;  keep  your  CHIA 
ENIS  in  a moist  environ- 
ment to  insure  abundant 
growth;  display  your  CHIA 
PENIS  in  sunny  places. 
vith  special  care  and 
protection,  one  CHIA 
PENIS  should  last  you  a 
fetime! 
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build  it,  it  will  come. 
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Blues  Fossilize  Clagary. 


Editurd  at  work. 


J-fbM. 


DATE:  2/tim  TIME:  Ml  AM  LOCATION:  EJUNDALE CAMPUS 


REPORT:  ACTING  APON  PREVIOUS  REPORT  TV  171 


ACTION:  UPON  WVEJTIOATTNO  SCENE  PC  KEYSTONE  REQUEST!  PRESENCE  OF 
EXTRA  PERJONEL  FOR  CROWD  CONTROL  OFFICER!  ST  AND  FORD.  SELL  AND 
HASTIN’ OS  ARE  ASSIGNED  FROM  ST.  GEORGE  CAMPUS  AREA  IS  CORDONNED  OFF 
AND  GROUND  SWEEP  IS  (NNITTATED  AT  US  AM  U OF  T STUDENT  CARD  I! 
DISCOVERED  IN  WOODS  BORDERING  SOUTH  END  OF  POND  THE  CARD  WAS 
BELONGING  TO  TUTU  NTRUBLE.  A STUDENT  IN  THE  FACULTY  OF  APPLIED 
SCIENCE  AND  ENGINEERING  THE  DEAN  OF  ENGINEERING  WAS  NOT  AVAILABLE 
FOR  QUESTIONING  SO  CALLS  WERE  MADE  TO  THE  ENGINEERING  SOCUTT 
OFFICES  WHERE  ONE  RUBY  NAIAR  VP  FINANCE  WAS  AVAILABLE  FOR 
QUESTIONING  PHONE  TRANSCRIPTS  TO  FOLLOW 


U OP  T POLICE  TELEPHONE  RECORD. 

INTER 00 ATOR:  PC  KEYSTONE  WITNESS:  RUBY  NAIAR 

START  OP  TRANSCRIPT. 

L MS.  NAIAR.  WERE  YOU  AWARE  THAT  A MEMBER  OF  YOUR  STUDENT  BOOT 
IS  SUSPECTED  OP  OPERATING  AN  UNUSCENCED  MARINE  VEHICLE  IN 
ERINDALE  POND7 

A YOU  MEAN  THE  SUBMARINE? 

I:  SO  YOU  ARE  AWARE  OP  IT! 


A NOPE.  NEVER  HEARD  OF  IT. 


I HAVE  YOU  EVER  HEARD  Of  OR  HAD  CONTACT  WITH  TUTU  NTRUBLE? 
A WHAT  KIND  OF  A COIL  DO  YOU  THINK  I AM  ANYWAY! 


A OPT  LOST  CREEP’lCUCK) 
END  OF  TRANSCRIPT 


Picking  up  our  fan  mail. 


The  entirely  imaginary  Mario. 


Another  Caper  gone  awry 


B.F.C.  makes  plans. 


Visiting  the  Dean. 
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•INFORMATION* 

The  TOIKE  OIKE  is  a monthly  publication  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  Engineering  Society,  and  it  is  cur- 
rently in  its  eighty-seventh  year  of  publication.  10,000 
copies  are  circulated  monthly  to  all  three  U of  T cam- 
puses, and  copies  are  sent  to  Engineering  Societies  at 
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Contributions  can  be  dropped  off  at  the  TOIKE  OIKE 
mailbox  in  the  Engineering  Society  Offices,  located  in 
the  basement  of  the  Sandford  Fleming  Building,  U of 
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Subscription  information  is  available  by  calling  Julie 
Wilkinson  at  the  University  of  Toronto  Engineering 
Society  at  (416)978-2917. 

Advertising  rates,  production  deadlines  and  other  per- 
tinent information  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the 
Engineering  Communications  office. 


•DISCLAIMER* 

The  goal  of  the  TOIKE  OIKE  is  to  entertain  inform  the 
student  body  in  general,  and  the  Engineering  Students 
at  the  University  of  Toronto  in  particular.  All  opinions 
are  those  of  the  author,  and  do  not  necessarily  repre- 
sent those  of  the  TOIKE  OIKE  or  the  U of  T Engineering 
Society. 

May  cause  rowdiness:  Do  not  operate  on  a moron 
vehicle  or  heavy  machinery  while  knitting.  Drink  on  an 
empty  stomach.  Don’t  drink  and  heave.  Not  a car  chase 
accessory.  This  is  a toy. 
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Address  all  submissions,  letters,  complaints,  protests, 
bombs,  etc.  to: 

THE  TOIKE  OIKE 

C/O  University  of  Toronto  Engineering  Soci- 
ety 

10  King’s  College  Rd. 

Toronto,  ON  M5S1A1 


MARIO’S  EDI-TURD-IAL 


In  the  two  and  one  half  years  that  I have  been  in 
engineering  I have  noticed  a marked  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  Skule  Spirit  displayed  by  the  students  here. 
The  problem  is  bad  enough  in  itself  without  having  the 
faculty  trying  to  ram  their  self  righteous  "student  cul- 
ture" bullshit  down  our  throats  as  outlined  by  the  Venter 
Report.  We  have  trouble  enough  trying  to  get  people 
excited  about  being  in  Skule  without  the  interference 
of  Jurassic  (yet  well  meaning)  professors  and  other 
faculty.  During  the  past  Orientation,  for  example,  Dean 
Charles  attempted  to  instill  some  sense  of  pride  and 
history  in  the  frosh.  What  no  one  had  the  balls  to  tell 
him  however  (and  I can  only  do  so  from  behind  my 
mask  of  anonymity)  is  that  his  twenty-five  minute 
speech  was  about  twenty  minutes  too  long.  As  for  the 
rest  of  the  faculty  speeches  made  that  day,  I am  sure 
that  they  would  have  all  sounded  fabulous  had  they 
been  given  separately  and  on  different  days.  An  hour 
and  a half  of  this  shit  on  the  first  day  of  Orientation  put 
the  entire  class  of  ’97  and  assembled  Frosh  leaders 
into  a coma,  out  of  which  many  of  them  have  yet  to 
come  out  of.  Sorry,  Dean  Charles,  just  being  honest. 


Enough  said  about  the  faculty.  Now  for  the  rest  of 
you  shits.  I shudder  to  think  at  the  number  of  frosh  I 
saw  this  year  who  had  gone  home  and  scrubbed  off 
their  purple  dye.  Although  many  may  see  the  dying  of 
frosh  as  a childish  practice,  a great  many  see  it  as  a 
fabulous  right  of  initiation  (much  better  than  swallowing 
goldfish)  and  a powerful  method  of  bringing  the  frosh 
together  as  a cohesive  group.  For  me,  a purple  arm 
was  something  to  be  proud  of,  something  to  display  on 
the  subway  home,  something  my  mom  could  shout  at 
me  for,  and  something  that  screamed  to  the  rest  of  the 
university  community  "Fuck  you,  cause  I’m  an  Engi- 
neer". It  is  sad  that  the  frosh  leaders  were  not  much 
better  than  the  frosh.  Although  Orientation  went  fairly 
well  this  year  many  of  the  frosh  leaders  failed  to  show 
up  to  some  of  the  events  such  as  scavenger  hunt,  and 
adopt-a-highway.  Typical  reasoning  for  this  failure  to 
show  was  "I  had  better  things  to  do".  Well  I hope  they 
didn’t  DO  them  too  hard,  they  might  of  sprained  some- 
thing. I dare  you  to  prove  me  wrong  and  show  up  for 
Godiva  Week  events.  Forget  it.  Why  do  I bother? Fuck 
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GODIVA 

WEEK 

1Jfi>  mibe  (Kaleftar  (d)f  jShmis 

Monday,  January  10:  QODIVA  S RESURRECTION 

LQMB  at  SUDS 

Reading  from  the  Sacred  Book  of  Calculost 
Movie  Night  - an  as  yet  to  be  named  film  will  be  shown  in  SF1 1 05 

Tuesday,  January  1 1 : 

From  1 2:00  to  2:00,  Improve  your  golf  skills  in  the  atrium  with  the 
T-square  mini-golf  course  (Prizes!) 

At  Suds,-  the  Flrosh  hardhat  contest  Judjing  takes  place  at  approx.  6:00  pm. 


Wednesday,  January  1 2: 

From  1 2:00  to  2:00,  the  charity  auction  for  Cystic  Fibrosis  will  take 
place. 

At  Suds,  the  Mr.  Blue  and  C/old  Contest  will  be  held  starting  at  about 
5:30  pm 


Thursday,  January  13: 

CHARIOT  RACE! !!! ! ('miff  said) 

The  race  starts  at  approximately  1 2:45 
Karaoke  Suds  starting  at  about  5:00  pm 

Friday,  January  1 4:  (Qodiva's  Wake) 

The  Mystery  Band  at  Suds 
, plus  an  appearance  by  the  LQMB 

Snow  Baseball  every  day  at  lunch  (1 2:00  to  2:00) 


The  Official  Newspaper  of  Skule.  after  the  Toike  Pike  (of  coursed  Est.  1978. 

Volume  1 7,  Number  1 January  1 , 1 994.  (BNAD  time)  Cost:  less  than  the  Toike 


Possessed  By  Spirit 


Artsies  gave  us  beer.  No,  really! 
Artsies  gave  us  beer.  Twice,  or  at  least 
two  times  recently.  They  tend  to  do  this 
from  time  to  time;  some  of  them  do, 
anyway.  The  first  of  the  two  recent 
events  was  a birthday  party.  It  was  a 
great  party,  it  was  organized  as  a cos- 
tume surprise  party,  with  a medieval 
theme.  Everyone  was  dressed  really 
well,  with  a Robin  Hood  and  a Friar 
T uck  and  any  other  character  you  might 
associate  with  the  time  period  (not  nec- 
essarily the  right  time  period,  but  that 
didn't  matter).  Most  if  not  all  were  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  graduates,  with  a few 
engineers  thrown  in,  but  the  host  and 
birthday  girl  were  Arts  and  Science 
graduates.  This  was  why  they  recog- 
nized the  Lady  Godiva  Memorial  Band 
when  it  paraded  in.  Surprise.  Yes,  the 
bnad  crashed  these  nice  people’s 
party,  the  LGMB  does  stuff  like  this  a!! 
the  time,  invited  or  not.  This  time,  we 
were  INVITED.  By,  believe  it  or  not,  the 
artsie  host!  Everyone  there  felt  that  the 
bnad  was  a "special  part  of  their  univer- 
sity life"  (their  words,  not  mine!).  The 
bnad  was  given  beer,  cake  and  other 


goodies  for  a forty-five  minute  tour  of 
memory  lane. 

The  latest  incident  also  involved  the 
LGMB.  The  assistant  coach  of  the  Var- 
sity Blues,  Ron  Murphy,  has  just  re- 
cently retired.  He  was  given  a beautiful 
dinner  in  his  honor,  for  which  a hundred 
or  more  showed  up  in  their  formal  finest 
to  pay  him  tribute.  The  bnad  was,  of 
course,  among  them,  but  on  THEIR 
request.  The  LGMB  is  considered  to  be 
nearly  as  much  a part  of  Blues  footbaii 
as  the  Blues  themselves. 

Needless  to  say,  the  bnad  members 
present  were  touched,  but  they  could 
not  help  asking  "Why  are  these  artsies 
so  nice?"  or  "Why  are  they  nice  to  us?". 
Very  good  questions,  but  not  hard  ones 
to  answer.  The  LGMB  is,  among  other 
things,  the  most  powerful  thing  known 
to  humanity;  a symbol.  Symbols  are  a 
unifying  force,  made  unbeatable  by 
those  who  believe  in  them.  These  art- 
sies BELIEVE  in  the  LGMB.  No  kidding! 
They,  like  us,  see  the  bnad  as  a symbol 
of  University  school  spirit.  Their  school 
spirit  was  stronger  than  any  animosity 
that  might  be  felt  between  artsies  and 


engineers,  and  most  would  agree  that 
is  very  strong  indeed.  Quite  a miracle. 

Now,  all  should  know  that  engineers 
have  had,  and  do  have  a large  collec- 
tion of  miracles.  Symbols,  not  just  of 
school  spirit,  but  of  Skule™  Spirit.  En- 
gineering Skule™  Spirit.  Spirit  has  al- 
ways been  a prerequisite  for  the 
University  of  Toronto  Faculty  of  Applied 
Science  and  Engineering.  It  has  to  be. 
If  you  don't  have  some  love  for  what 
you  are  doing,  then  why  suffer  four 
years  worth  of  hell?  These  courses  are 
hard.  This  course  load  is  hard.  You 
cannot  help  but  feel  an  overwhelming 
sense  of  pride,  just  for  attempting,  let 
alone  finishing  it.  Scream  “Toike  Qike! 
Toike  Oike!  Ollum  te  chollum  te  chay, 
School  of  Science,  School  of  Science, 
Hooray,  Hooray,  Hooray",  because  you 
earned  the  right  to  with  your  long  days 
and  late  nights.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the 
LGMB  exists  (or  that  other  things  "don’t 
exist",  like  the  Toike  around  this  Can- 
non). 

Skule™  Spirit  has  proven  itself  so 
strong,  that  it  has  formed  many  other 
symbols  for  its  expression.  The  engi- 
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.Anb  to  sing  it  liigorously 
.Anb  in  tlje  rigljt  bey 
.Al  ebertt  opportunity; 

So  remember  tljcre  is  a fine  line 
^Bctbiecn  Ijnfcing  a goob  time 
.Anb  going  to  jail 
,Anb  tljat  not  many  people 
Iriabe  a goob  time  in  jail; 


’(So  respect  anb  protect  my  iptrb  lpt, 

<EI|C  ^Engineering  3flag, 
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neer’s  hard-hat  is  a personal  piece  of 
Skule™ . Guarded,  coveted  and  deco- 
rated with  pride.  Before  hard-hats, 
there  were  green  ties,  worn  at  all  times 
on  campus,  and,  of  course,  the  meds 
and  the  artsies  would  try  to  cut  them  off 
unsuspecting  f!rosh.  Whether  it  is  hard- 
hats  or  ties,  it  is  still  ours.  Still 
Skule™  's,  no  matter  who  tries  to  take 
it. 


By  farthe  strongest  and  most  appro- 
priate manifestation  of  Skule™  Spirit  is 
the  Mighty  Skule™  Cannon.  Its  roar 
has  echoed  through  countless  build- 
ings, sometimes  leaving  ceiling  tile  and 
broken  glass  in  its  wake.  There  is  no 
truer  representation  of  Skule™  Spirit. 
Forceful,  strong  and  undeniably  pre- 
sent. Nothing  can  drown-out  Skule™ 
Spirit,  nothing  can  silence  the  pride. 

So  next  year,  as  we  stand  at  orien- 
tation among  all  the  new  f!ro sh  and  sing 
the  Engineering  Hymn,  or  recite  the 
Oath  of  Initiation,  we  must  stand  tall.  As 
we  teach  the  symbols  of  Skule™  Spirit 
that  we  hold  dear,  we  must  teach  the 
meaning  behind  them,  as  well  as  renew 
it  in  ourselves.  If  it  can  move  artsies  to 
give  us  beer,  then,  possessed  by 
Skule™  Spirit  we  can  do  anything.  We 
should  feel  it,  spread  it.  Join  the  LGMB; 
participate  in  Skule™  Nite,  the  engi- 
neering musical  review;  write  for  the 
Toike  or  the  Cannon;  take  pictures  for 
the  Skule™  book;  join  the  Engineering 
Society  committees.  Sing,  scream  and 
dance  with  skill  and  vigor.  Skule™ 
Spirit  cannot  be  held  at  bay;  the  pride 
cannot  be  silenced. 


DAYS  TO 
REMEMBER: 

January  14  - Last  day  for  students 
to  add  or  substitute  Spring  Term 
courses  (including  Spring  Term 
courses  taken  in  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and 
Science.) 

February  11  - Last  day  to  drop  full 
year  courses  without  academic  penalty 
and  without  credit.  (Note:  First  Year 
students  may  not  drop  courses.) 

February  14  - Reading  Week  starts 

February  18  - Reading  Week  ends 

February  25  - Last  day  for  students 
to  drop  Spring  Term  courses  without 
academic  penalty,  including  Spring 
Term  courses  taken  in  the  Faculty  of 
Arts  and  Science.  (Note:  First  Year  stu- 
dents may  not  drop  courses.) 
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SUMMER  JOBS  FOR  STUDENTS 
600  HOURS  OF  PRACTICAL  EXPERIENCE  REQUIREMENT 


In  ancient  times,  engineering 
used  to  be  taught  by  an  apprentice- 
ship method  of  instruction.  Just 
think-no  University  education,  just 
working  under  the  supervision  of  a 
practising  Engineer  for  20  years, 
and  taking  over  the  business  when 
he  died. 

By  the  1 850's  this  was  changing 
and  in  1873  the  School  of  Practical 
Science  opened,  giving  a three 
year  course  in  Engineering.  How- 
ever, everyone  realizes  that  experi- 
ence is  the  best  teacher,  and  an 
apprenticeship  period  is  still 
needed.  In  fact,  graduation  from  an 
accredited  Engineering  program, 
like  Toronto's,  does  not  automat- 
ically lead  to  a licence  to  practice. 

The  Professional  Engineers  of 
Ontario  currently  requires  two 
years  of  relevant  experience  before 
granting  a licence,  and  this  will 
soon  be  increased  to  four  years. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  the  Faculty 
also  believe  that  some  practical  ex- 
perience is  necessary  before  even 


awarding  the  degree.  All  depart- 
ments now  require  at  least  600 
hours. 

Some  students  (particularly  first 
year)  are  concerned  about  this  re- 
quirement, but  really  should  not  be 
overly-concerned.  Many  first  year 
students  do  not  get  a relevant  job, 
and  even  second  year  students 
may  have  some  trouble  these  days. 
By  third  year,  however,  everyone 
should  be  valuable  in  the  job  mar- 
ket. 

It  normally  takes  only  one  sum- 
mer of  work  to  get  the  600  hours 
and  many  employers  specify  "only 
3rd  year  need  apply".  Also,  pro- 
grams like  the  NSERC  Under- 
graduate Scholarships  are  only 
available  in  second  and  third  year. 

On  the  question  of  what  counts 
as  practical  experience,  you  can 
refer  to  the  Faculty  Calendar,  page 
25.  The  definition  is  fairly  broad, 
and  open  to  slightly  different  inter- 
pretation in  each  department.  I can 

TM 


only  speak  for  Chemical  Engineer- 
ing, but  here  are  some  of  my  guide- 
lines: 

- Serving  soup  in  a restaurant 
does  not  count,  but  working  in  Qual- 
ity Control  or  even  production  for 
Campbell’s  Soup  does  count. 

- Being  a janitor  normally  would 
not  count,  except  in  an  explosive 
factory  where  a slip  can  be  fatal. 

- Almost  any  job  where  you  un- 
derstudy an  Engineer,  a Chemist  or 
a Scientist,  counts. 

Approval  partially  depend  on 
how  you  write  up  the  job.  I have 
given  full  credit  to  a job  that  involves 
maintaining  the  temperature,  pH, 
and  Chlorine  content  of  a large  res- 
ervoir of  liquid,  and  being  responsi- 
ble for  the  safety  of  people  present. 

(You  also  get  to  wear  a uniform- 
-LIFEGUARD) 


The  Skule  Cannon 


In  great  secrecy,  an  emissary  was  sent  down  to 
Svart-alfa-heim  (a  kingdom  below  the  Earth  where 
elves  live)  to  commission  Sindri  (maker  of  the  mighty 
hammer  of  Thor)  to  machine  the  mightiest  device  ever 
imagined.  With  this  task  in  mind,  Sindri  stole  the  metal 
for  the  barrel  from  Thor's  mighty  underwear,  and  the 
wood  for  the  carriage  from  Thor's  mighty  platform 
shoes.  From  this  he  fashioned  a most  awesome  ma- 
chine. 

And  so  begins  the  story  of  the  Mighty  Skule  " 
Cannon... 

Every  Skule  " mate  life  when  they  must  question 
such  things  as  his  true  identity,  his  reason  for  being 
here,  the  meaning  of  life,  and,  perhaps  the  most  baf- 
fling and  important  question  of  all:  "Skule™  Cannon... 
huh?"  Well,  for  those  of  you  who  have  ever  asked 
yourselves  any  of  the  above  questions,  this  article  is 
for  you... 

Due  to  its  complex  and  intricate  nature,  the  question 
about  the  Cannon  will  be  tacked  in  many  parts... 

Q:  What  is  a cannon? 

A:  Are  you  sure  you’re  in  the  right  flaculty?  They  go 
BOOM! 

Q:  Why  do  we  have  a Skule™  Cannon? 

A:  Engineers  have  always  been  associated  with  1 
noise  (we  don’t  know  where  this  horrible  rumor 
started),  so  what  better  way  than  a cannon  to  symbol- 
ize Engineering?  Since  the  days  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, the  title  Attiliator  has  been  given  to  the  man 


responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  defense  works  and 
weapons  of  war.  The  word  Attiliator  was  synonymous 
with  Engineer.  The  Attiliator  was  responsible  for  the 
number  of  guns  used,  their  storage,  their  mountings, 
and  their  PROTECTION.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  all 
engineers  to  protect  the  Cannon  form  the  jealous 
hands  of  rival  faculties,  colleges,  and  other  thieving 
perverted  infidels  who  would  attempt  to  desecrate  our 
everlasting  symbol  of  pride  and  Skule™  Spirit. 

Q:  When  did  Skule™  first  adopt  this  tradition? 

A:  The  first  cannons  honoured  with  the  title  "Skule 
Cannon"  were  those  in  front  of  Hart  House  (which  are 
being  renovated  presently,  but  will  be  returned  in  Feb- 
ruary). In  1929,  an  engineering  caper  resulted  in  the 


ReproMecI  Lrd, 


is  seeking  healthy  males  of  non-minority  and  minority 
ethnic  groups  to  participate  in  an  ongoing  study  on  evaluation 
of  factors  influencing  sperm  cryopreservation  and 
theraputic  donor  insemination. 


’Lord’  Galbrath  During  a 
Lecture  in  1900. 

Notice  the  fine  penmenship  of 
our  profs  has  not  changed  over 
the  years 
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Using  the  Student 
Telephone  Service 


Effective  September  9,  1993,  engi- 
neering students  are  allowed  to  use  the 
Student  Telephone  Service  (STS) 
which  can  be  used  for  dropping 
courses,  adding  courses,  changing 
sections,  and  listing  courses.  All  engi- 
neering students  are  charged  $10.00 
for  the  service  as  part  of  their  Non-Aca- 
demic Incidental  Fees,  however  first- 
year  and  part-time  students  are  not 
eligible  to  use  the  service. 

A touch  tone  telephone  must  be 
used  to  access  the  service  which  can 
be  used  only  from  7 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 
Mondays  to  Thursdays,  and  7 a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  on  Fridays.  No  weekend  service 
is  available,  although  extended  hours 
(7  a.m.  until  midnight)  are  provided 
near  the  beginning  of  each  term. 
These  days  are  January  14,  February 
1 1 , and  February  25  for  this  term. 

Detailed  instructions-including 
charts  for  telephone  key  codes--were 
given  to  students  in  September  as  part 
of  an  eighteen  page  booklet  regarding 
STS  information.  A summary  of  these 
instructions  is  provided  further  on,  but 
it  is  extremely  important  to  understand 
that  you  are  identified  to  STS  by  your 
student  number  and  your  birthdate, 
both  of  which  should  be  kept  confiden- 
tial. Your  birth  month  and  date  com- 
pose a four-digit  personal  identification 
number  (PIN);  for  example,  if  you  were 
born  on  January  fourth,  your  PIN  is 
0104.  Any  concerns  about  security 
should  be  reported  to  the  Registrar’s 
office  (GB  157). 


engineering  courses,  and  in  the  Arts 
and  Science  Supplement  to  the  booklet 
for  Arts  and  Science  courses.  Sec- 
ondly, STS  does  not  check  for  conflicts, 
and  so  the  user  must  check  to  see  if 
they  have  a valid  schedule  before  using 
STS. 

The  phone  number  for  STS  is  (416) 
872-UOFT  (872-8638),  and  so  long  dis- 
tance charges  are  in  effect,  if  applica- 
ble. Once  STS  answers  your  call,  enter 
your  nine-digit  student  number  and 
then  enter  your  PIN  (the  month  and  day 
of  your  birth  date).  STS  now  cross- 
checks your  student  number  with  your 
PIN.  If  you  misenter  your  PIN  three 
times  in  a row,  your  access  to  STS  is 
revoked  and  you  must  go  to  the  Regis- 
trar's Office  in  order  to  have  your  ac- 
cess reinstated.  If  you  have  entered 
the  correct  PIN,  then  your  identity  will 
be  confirmed  by  STS  stating  the  first 
five  letters  of  your  last  name. 

You  now  have  to  press  "7"  to  con- 
tinue, and  you  will  be  at  the  primary 
option  menu.  Press  either  "2"  to  alter 
your  summer  session  schedule  or  "9" 
to  exit.  Additionally,  "8"  repeats  a mes- 
sage while  cancels  the  entry.  To 
complete  your  course  changes,  you 
must  use  the  tables  of  key  codes  and 
8-digit  course  codes  in  the  booklet 
along  with  the  prompts  given  by  STS. 
Every  piece  of  course  information  is 
coded  by  a number;  for  example,  a free 
elective  is  "2"  at  the  appropriate  mo- 
ment and  a lab  is  indicated  by  "7"  in- 
stead of  "P"  in  the  section  code. 


There  are  two  more  points  to  know 
before  using  STS.  Firstly,  the  user 
should  prepare  a worksheet  of  his/her 
course  changes  before  phoning  STS. 
This  action  ensures  that  the  course 
identification  numbers  are  readily  avail- 
able when  using  STS.  These  numbers 
are  in  the  aforementioned  booklet  for 


More  information  on  STS  can  be 
obtained  from  the  booklet  as  well  as  the 
Registrar’s  Office.  Departmental  and 
Divisional  offices  may  also  be  able  to 
help,  especially  for  questions  about 
specific  courses. 


Cannonball! 

Saturday,  January  15,  1994 
at  The  Boulevard  Club. 
Everyone  is  welcome! 

<$30.00  per  person 


Tickets  on  sale  at  the 
Engineering  Stores 
and  SUDS 

Ticket  prices  are  $30.00  each 
If  you  purchase  a FULL  TABLE 
of  8 tickets,  the  cost  is  $200.00,  or 
$25.00  per  person! 


The  Little  Red 


Schoolhouse 


Gentlemen,  is  this  the 
way  to  leave  an  old 
friend?  Is  this  repayment 
for  the  fond  memories 
these  old  red  walls  have 
provided  us?...  All  we 
ask  is  that  School  go  to 
its  final  resting  place 
knowing  it  has  not  been 
forgotten,  that  its  mem- 
ory is  still  cherished  by 
thousands,  that  its 
eighty-eight  years  of 
service  since  1878  are 
recalled  with  respect  and 
graditude. 


So  went  a cry  in  the 
Alumni  News  in  February 
of  1966.  It  was  printed 
when  plans  to  demolish 
the  little  red  School- 
house  were  made.  On 
the  site  of  the  engineer- 
ing relic,  plans  for  the 
Medical  Sciences  Build- 
ing had  been  already 
made. 

The  words  rallied 
Skulemates  to  send  let- 
ters from  all  places. 
Each  person  requested  a 
piece  of  the  old  building. 


Bricks  were  transformed 
to  paperweights,  bannis- 
ters to  gavels,  and  stair- 
well treads  to  bookends. 

When  the  last  beam 
was  placed  in  the  new 
Medical  Sciences  Build- 
ing, the  little  red  School- 
house  had  been 
preserved  in  the  homes, 
offices,  and  hearts  of 
Skulemates  who  had 
learned  more  than  draft- 
ing in  its  classrooms. 


The  Old  Schoolhouse,  c.  1907 
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The  Skule™  Cannon,  continued 


continued  from  page  2 

firing  of  one  of  the  two.  This  demon- 
strated only  50%  efficiency,  as  only 
one  Cannon  blew  (the  other  one 
sucked!) 

In  the  early  1930's,  another  smaller 
cannon  would  appear  at  Skule'  festivi- 
ties, go  BOOM!,  and  then  mysteriously 
disappear.  The  authorities  unsuccess- 
fully attempted  to  track  down  this  phe- 
nomenon. In  1935,  during  a slave 
auction,  the  cannon  was  fired  on  the 
steps  of  the  Old  Red  Skule'"  house  with 
such  Brute  Force  that  windows  were 
shattered.  Once  again,  it  quickly  disap- 
peared. 

In  1936,  a machinist  working  in  civil 
engineering  was  approached  by  a 
group  of  Bright  Fine  Contributors  to  the 
engineering  faculty,  who  wanted  to 
know  if  he  would  make  them  a cannon. 
Recognizing  the  considerable  risk  he 
was  taking,  but  also  realizing  the  dan- 
gers of  students’  experiments  with  ex- 
plosives in  a water  pipe,  he  decided  to 
help.  He  fashioned  a 10"  barrel  with  a 
6"  bore  from  a piece  of  axle  stock,  and 
a base  from  a pillow  block.  All  this  was 
done  during  the  Skule'"  Dinner,  held 
that  evening. 

This  fearsome  weapon  was  used 
until  1950,  except  for  a few  incidents  in 
between  1941  and  1943  when  a yacht 
gun  was  liberated(stolen)  from  a ma- 
chinist in  the  basement  of  the  old 
Skule'"  house. 


In  1949,  1077  Meds  and  Premeds 
armed  with  scalpels,  tear-gas,  femurs, 
trained  white  mice,  squadrons  of  bomb- 
er pigeons  (and  all  that  awful  stench  of 
formaldehyde  that  all  med  students 
naturally  produce)  attacked  in  a 
screaming  mindless  mob.  The  battle 
raged  back  and  forth,  to  and  fro,  until 
finally,  the  bomber  pigeons  made  their 
mark  on  three  engineers,  and  the  Can- 
non disappeared  into  the  Meds  build- 
ing. 

Negotiations  immediately  ensued 
as  the  relative  worth  of  the  Cannon  and 
the  missing  (missing?)  Meds  Society 
president,  Bob  Hetherington,  were  cal- 
culated by  a federally  appointed  media- 
tor. After  a few  days  debate,  the 
Cannon  was  returned,  marred  with  a 
new  inscription  that  read  "Captured  by 
MEDS  5T2,  3 Feb.  1949." 

Motivated  by  this  grave  injustice, 
W.H.  Kubbinga,  of  the  Civil  Engineer- 
ing Department,  fashioned  a beautiful 
new  cannon  with  the  inscription 
"Skule™  Cannon".  In  1950,  the  Engi- 
neering Society  honoured  Mr.  Kub- 
binga with  a scroll  extolling  his  loyalty 
and  made  him  an  honourary  Member  of 
Ye  Ancient  and  Honourable  Company 
Of  Ye  Skule™  Cannoneers  with  the 
rank  of  Sergeant  Artificer. 

This  new  Cannon  served  dutifully, 
endured  many  theft  attempts,  and 
fought  many  battles  over  the  years,  but 
time  eventually  took  its  toll.  In  1959,  a 
new  barrel  was  fitted  to  the  old  base  bv 


Cannoneer  Bill  Riggs.  In  honour  of  its 
many  battles,  the  old  barrel  was  placed 
in  the  cornerstone  of  the  Galbraith 
Building. 

In  1 964,  the  Cannon  was  fired  at  the 
Engineering  Flrosh  Dance.  There,  a by- 
stander was  injured  by  a piece  of  wad- 
ding from  the  Cannon  muzzle  that  failed 
to  disintegrate.  At  the  Dean’s  request, 
further  firings  were  suspended,  pend- 
ing a series  of  tests  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  Department  of  Chemistry. 

By  the  new  year,  the  tests  were 
completed  and  a new  loading  proce- 
dure had  been  devised.  For  added 
safety,  the  old  smokeless  powder  was 
replaced  with  blackpowder. 

The  worst  Cannon  theft  in  history 
took  place  in  1967  when  the  Cannon 
was  lifted  by  a group  of  graduate  engi- 
neers. The  thieves  sent  the  Cannon  to 
University  College  in  England,  but  en- 
gineers followed  and  regained  the  Can- 
non. While  on  the  Isles,  a pilgrimage 
was  made  to  Coventry,  where  the  Can- 
non was  fired  in  tribute  to  Godiva. 

The  Engineering  Society  found  the 
whole  theft  very  embarrassing,  and 
kept  the  incident  very  hushed.  Before 
the  Cannon  was  retrieved,  a new  Can- 
non was  crafted.  Since  it  was  Canada’s 
centennial,  the  new  Cannon  was  to  be 
in  honour  of  the  hundred-year  anniver- 
sary. 


In  1971,  a great  and  gloriouscom- 
petition  was  held  between  Skule™  and 
Ryerson  to  determine  who  had  the  bet- 
ter Cannon.  After  the  sound  of  the 
Mighty  Skule™  Cannon,  the  Ryerson 
weapon  went  whimpering  home. 

The  year  1973  was  the  year  of 
Skule1" 's  Centennial,  and  a new  can- 
non was  manufactured  for  the  occa- 
sion. The  old  Canadian  Centennial 
Cannon  presented  to  Dean  Ham  in 
honour  of  his  retirement. 

This  new  Cannon  was  kept  safe 
from  outside  conspirators.  In  1982,  A 
second  challenge  was  issued  and  the 
Skule'"  Cannon  competed  against  Ry- 
erson, again.  The  results  were  identical 
to  those  of  the  first  competition,  with 
Skule™  ’s  1 1 0 dB  at  200  yards,  Ryerson 
had  no  hope  of  victory. 

In  the  following  years,  all  attempts 
to  steal  the  SkuleT  Centennial  Cannon 
and  its  successors  have  been  complete 
failures,  except  for  one.  During  the  Ori- 
entation of  1993,  a group  of  vandals 
burglarized  the  Cannon’s  hiding  spot, 
stealing  the  Cannon,  as  well  as  some 
unrelated  machinery,  and  caused  seri- 
ous damages.  Ransom  notes  were 
sent,  but  the  Engineering  Society  re- 
fused to  acknowledge  the  demands  for 
the  culprits  had  not  gotten  what  they 
were  really  after.  In  short,  the  thieves 
took  a cannon,  but  the  Cannon  still 
roars  in  our  halls.  We  can't  stop  them 
from  trying,  but  they  can  never  succeed 
in  stealing  anything  true  to  Skule  . 


IGNITE  YOUR 
FUTURE!' 

(AND  DO  NOT  PAY  FOR  3 MONTHS!  *) 


Macintosh  LCIII 


Authorized  Dealer 
Macintosh  and  Printer  Bundles 
Are  Available  From 
Nov.  12  to  Jan.  16. 

U of  T I.D.  Required. 


Macintosh  LC475 


68030  processor 
25  Mhz.  clock  speed 
Optional  math  coprocessor 
4MB  RAM  standard 
80  or  1 60MB  hard  disk  drive 


4/80MB  with  Basic  Display 
4/80MB  with  Plus  Display 

4/ 1 60MB  with  Basic  Display 
4/ 1 60MB  with  Plus  Display 


Stylewrite™ll 


$1,510. 

$1,600. 

$1,630. 

$1,720. 


m. 


68LC040  processor  (no  FPU) 
25  Mhz.  speed 
4 or  8MB  RAM 
80  or  160MB  hard  disk 


Macintosh  Quadra  660AV 


68040  processor  with  integrated  FPU 
25  Mhz.  speed 
8MB  RAM  standard 
80  MB  hard  disk  drive 
Digital  Signal  Processor  for  video,  audio, 
„ speech  recognition,  more! 


8/80MB  with  Macintosh  Display 


Personal  Laser  300 


_L 


$3,120. 


GeoPort  Telecommunications  Adapter  $ 1 40. 

NuBus  Slot  Adapter  $140. 


Apple,  the  Apple  logo,  Mac,  Macintosh,  LaserWriter,  Stylewnter,  LC  and  Quadia  aie  legislated  trademarks  o!  Apple 
Computet  Inc  Some  Items  may  not  ba  exactly  a«  Illustrated.  * SEE  STORE  FOR  FULL  DETAILS 


4/80MB  with  Basic  Display 
4/80MB  with  Plus  Display 

8/ 1 60MB  with  Plus  Display 
8/1 60MB  with  Macintosh  Display 


Stylewriter  II 


$1,860. 

$1,950. 

$2,310. 

$2,450. 


Personal  Laser  300 


N/A 

$2,290. 

$2,640. 

$2,780. 


Keyboards.  Softv'are.  CD-ROM 

Apple  Standard  Keyboard  II  $140. 

Apple  Extended  Keyboard  II  $240. 

Apple  Adjustable  Keyboard  $260. 

Claris  Works,  ClickArt  and  At-Ease  Bundle  $75. 

CD-300  External  ( with  Groliers, World  Atlas,  Animals!,  cables)  $575. 


COMPUTER  SHOP 

214  COLLEGE  ST.,  3RD.  FLOOR 
978-7947  VOICE  978-7968  FAX 
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1 .  Chariot 

Each  discipline  and  the  First  Year 
Engineering  Class  (which  includes  the 
surviving  Eng  Sci  Firosn)  are  entitled  to 
enter  one  (1)  chariot  or  other  wheeled 
contraption  that  shall  be  presented  by 
the  respective  Chair  of  the  discipline 
immediately  prior  to  the  start  of  the 
Race.  Each  chariot  shall  abide  by  the 
following  rules  and  measurements. 
Each  candidate  shall  have: 

i)  at  least  two  accessible  wheels 
attached  to  the  chariot  with  no  human 
contact  whatsoever,  on  the  ground 
throughout  the  Race  from  start  to  finish 
(minimum  wheel  diameter  is  152.4 
mm). 

ii)  no  sharp  protruding  points  or 
other  objects  dangerous  to  contestants 

1. e.  cutting  torches,  barbed  wire,  elec- 
tric shockers,  guns,  knives,  bombs,  etc. 

iii)  no  maximum  weight  limit.  Mini- 
mum weight  of  chariot  is  13.6  kg  (with- 
out driver) 

iv)  human  propulsion  only  (no  gas 
motors,  sails,  warp  drive,  etc.) 

At  the  start  of  the  Race,  each  chariot 
will  be  pointed  out  to  its  competitors  by 
the  Judge.  (If  you  wonder  why  this  rule 
exists,  or  think  it  is  silly,  then  you  ha- 
ven’t seen  enough  Chariot  Races!!!) 

2.  Drivers 

Each  driver  (charioteer)  must  be: 

i)  Human  or  near-human  male/fe- 
male 

ii)  A member  of  the  Engineering  So- 
ciety with  a valid  student  number  at  the 
University  of  Toronto. 

The  Driver  must  be  eighteen  (18) 
years  of  age  or  seventeen  (1 7)  or  under 
and  accompanied  by  an  adult.  The 
Driver  must  be  contained  within  the 
chariot  at  all  times  throughout  the  entire 
Race  and  may  not  propel  him/herself  or 
the  chariot  during  the  Race.  The  Driver 
must  be  presented  to  the  Judge  before 
the  Race  by  his/her  Club  Chair  or  rep- 
resentative. 

3.  Pushers  and  Pullers 

Only  eight  (8)  allowed  per  char- 
iot. All  must  be  human  or  near  human 
males/females. 

4.  Blockers 

Offensive  and  defensive  - no  limit. 
All  must  be  human  or  near-human  fe- 
males/males. 

5.  Offence  and  Defence 

Rule  1 (ii)  applies  to  all  contestants 
as  well  as  chariots.  It  is  hoped  that 
contestants  will  abide  by  the  intent  of 
this  rule  which  is  designed  to  prevent 
loss  of  life,  limbs,  eyes,  masculin- 
ity/femininity, etc. 

Corollary:  Anyone  using  axe  han- 
dles, knuckle  dusters,  bike  chains,  etc 
shall  automatically  bring  about  the  dis- 
qualification of  his  or  her  discipline's 
chariot.  Blockers  may  not  carry  danger- 
ous objects  such  as  materials  made  out 
of  metal,  glass,  wood,  and/or  plastic. 
Biodegradable  materials  that  decom- 
pose in  two  (2)  years  or  less,  such  as 
eggs,  tomatoes,  watermelons,  etc.  are 
permissible.  No  aerosol  cans,  smoke 


bombs,  flames,  etc.  may  be  used  by 
contestants  or  attached  to  chariots.  All 
contestants  are  reminded  to  behave  in 
a sportsmanlike  manner  (like  in  NHL 
hockey  games). 

6.  The  Course 

The  course  of  the  Chariot  Race  is 
one  lap  counterclockwise  around  the 
scrap  of  grass  beknownst  to  all  as  Front 
Campus.  All  chariots  are  required  to 
proceed  around  the  course  outside  of 
the  course  markers  as  designated  by 
the  Judge. 

7.  The  Time 

The  Official  Date  of  the  1993 
Chariot  Race  is  Tuesday,  January  12, 
1993.  The  Race  shall  commence  at 
approximately  12:45  pm  of  the  afore- 
mentioned date.  The  start  of  the  Race 
shall  be  marked  by  the  roar  of  the 
MIGHTY  SKULE  CANNON. 

8.  Inclement  Conditions 

Weather  conditions  must  include 
at  least  two  of  the  following: 

On  the  ground: 


i)  ice 

ii)  snow 

iii)  slush 

iv)  mud 

v)  yellow  grass 

vi)  150  different  kinds  of  cheese  (no 
accounting  for  taste) 

In  the  air  (sent  by  God  or  a reason- 
able hand-drawn  facsimile): 

i)  freezing  rain 

ii)  snow 

iii)  hail 

iv)  live  chickens 

9.  Winner 

The  first  chariot  to  cross  the  finish 
line  with  at  least  two  wheels  touching 
the  ground  and  still  capable  of  rotation, 
and  a driver  still  breathing  (oxygen)  and 
as  human  or  near-human  as  he/she 
was  at  the  start  of  the  Race,  will  be 
declared  the  winner  if  it  meets  all  of  the 
following  qualifications.  To  qualify  to 
win,  the  chariot  must: 

i)  Complete  the  course  as  laid  out 
by  the  Judge, 

ii)  Cross  the  finish  line  with  at  least 
two  rotating  wheels  still  attached  to  the 


chariot  and  touching  the  ground  with  no 
human  contact  or  help. 

iii)  Have  a charioteer  who  has  been 
contained  in  the  chariot  all  the  time  it 
has  been  moving.  A chariot  without  a 
charioteer  must  stop  moving  until  it  has 
retrieved  its  charioteer.  It  may  only  re- 
trieve its  charioteer  by  moving  back- 
wards with  regards  to  the  course 
direction. 

iv)  The  charioteer  who  was  con- 
tained in  the  chariot  at  the  sound  of  the 
MIGHTY  SKULE  CANNON  and  who 
has  been  declared  by  the  owners  of  the 
chariot  to  the  Judge  before  the  Race, 
must  be  the  charioteer  at  all  times 
throughout  the  Race,  and  when  cross- 
ing the  finish  line  as  set  out  by  the 
Judge. 

v)  The  charioteer  may  not  move 
more  than  921  mm  (three  feet)  on  the 
ground  or  in  the  air  if  he  or  she  is  not 
contained  in  the  chariot  during  the  Race 
between  start  and  finish.  For  the  chariot 
to  move  any  further,  he/she  must  be 
placed  back  into  his/her  original  posi- 
tion in  the  chariot  of  his/her  original 
designation. 

vi)  not  be  the  First  Year  Chariot. 


10.  The  Prize 

The  winning  team  will  receive  the  J. 
P.  Potts  Memorial  Trophy  plus  some 
other  unknown  prize. 

11.  Inspection 

The  chariots  shall  assemble  on 
Front  Campus  at  12:30  p.m.  sharp  on 
the  day  of  the  Race  for  inspection  by 
the  Judge.  Nothing  can  be  added  or 
subtracted  from  the  chariots  after  the 
inspection. 

12.  Disputes 

The  Judge  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  infallible.  Consequently,  all  argu- 
ments shall  be  decided  by  the  Judge 
whose  decisions  shall  be  final  (see  The 
Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Rowan  Umpire). 

13.  Waivers 

All  blockers,  pullers,  and  chari- 
oteers must  sign  the  waiver  forms  be- 
fore the  Race.  Anyone  who  refuses  to 
sign  and  then  races  or  otherwise  par- 
ticipates does  so  at  his/her  own  risk. 
Anyone  who  has  read  these  rules 
and/or  participates  in  the  Race  hereby 


acknowledges  the  element  of  risk  in- 
volved to  his/her  own  person  - and  shall 
not  hold  the  Blue  and  Gold  Chair,  the 
Engineering  Society,  the  University  of 
Toronto,  or  any  other  individual  or  insti- 
tution responsible  for  the  conse- 
quences of  his/her  own  actions  and/or 
decision  to  participate.  All  spectators 
within  a two  hundred  yard  radius  of  the 
racing  field  are  also  bound  by  this  rule. 

14.  Protective  Apparel 

All  charioteers  are  required  to  wear 
protective  headgear.  All  other  partici- 
pants are  strongly  encouraged  to  wear 
the  same. 

15.  Loans 

All  chariots  stolen,  or  otherwise  re- 
moved or  damaged,  must  be  returned 
in  its  original  condition  no  later  than 
10:00  a.m.  the  day  of  the  Race  or  the 
thieving  discipline  will  be  disqualified. 
All  alterations  made  to  said  chariots 
must  not  be  irreparable  or  the  offending 
team  will  be  immediately  disqualified 
and  treated  in  an  extremely  nasty  fash- 
ion. 

16.  Judge 

The  sole  Judge  of  the  Chariot  Race 
shall  be  the  current  Blue  and  Gold 
Chair.  Two  other  persons  may  be  ap- 
pointed Assistants  to  the  Judge.  The 
Judge  and  the  two  Judge  Ass.  must  be 
fourth  year  (in  spirit)  students  of  the 
Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Engi- 
neering at  the  University  of  Toronto  and 
must  not  be  in  the  same  course  or  have 
the  same  first  initial  or  astrological  sign. 

The  Judge  can  disqualify  a chariot, 
even  if  it  finished  the  Race  first,  if  it  has 
broken  any  of  the  above  said  rules. 
The  winner  can  be  declared  at  any  time 
after  the  Race  - but  a champion  must 
be  declared  before  July  26,  1993. 
Once  a winner  is  declared,  the  decision 
is  final.  If,  upon  declaring  a winner,  any 
discipline  falsely  claims  to  have  won 
the  Chariot  Race  immediately  preced- 
ing, they  shall  be  reprimanded  by  the 
Blue  and  Gold  Chair  and  made  to  pro- 
vide items  pursuant  to  Rule  1 7 below  in 
order  to  lift  the  sanctions  automatically 
imposed  arising  from  such  deception. 

The  rules  can  be  changed  48  hours 
before  the  Race  by  the  Blue  and  Gold 
Chair  only. 

17.  Bribes 

Only  "liquid"  assets  will  be  consid- 
ered as  legal  bribes.  All  other  bribes  are 
illegal,  but,  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of 
competition  and  sportsmanship,  will 
still  count.  Bribes  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Blue  and  Gold  Chair  personally 
at  least  two  (2)  hours  before  the  start  of 
the  Race. 


Signed,  this  29th  day  of  December, 
1993: 


Rowan  Wilson 
Blue  and  Gold  Chair 
1993-1994 


A man  called  the  dentiit'i  office  and  »td,  "Doc,  I've 
got  an  emergency.  While  my  wife  and  I were  out. 
my  Jon  wai  kissing  his  girlfriend  and  got  his  braces 
locked." 

"No  problem,"  the  dentist  said,  "I  have  to  unlock 
teenagers'  braces  all  the  time." 

"But  from  an  IUD?" 

A man  with  an  extreme  case  of  hiccups  walked  into 
a bank  and  asked  an  attractive  cashier  to  cash  a per- 
sonal check  for  ten  dollars. 

"I'm  sorry,  sir."  apologized  the  young  lady.  "But  my 
records  show  that  your  checking  account  is  overdrawn 
by  $200."- 

"You've  got  to  be  kiddingl"  exclaimed  the  man. 
"Yes."  agreed  the  cashier.  "But  I cured  your  hiccups." 
"Damned  if  you  didn't,"  replied  the  customer.  "Now, 
do  you  happen  to  have  a clean  pair  of  underwear.- 

The  biker  was  testifying  in  court  on  behalf  of  a friend, 
and  suddenly  the  prosecuting  attorney  jumped  up  and  de- 
manded, "Isn't  it  true  that  you  were  paid  S5.000  to  throw 
this  case?"  . 

The  biker  just  stared  out  the  courtroom  windows  and 
said  nothing.  The  prosecuting  attorney  repeated  the  ques- 
tion and  was  again  ignored.  Finally  the  judge  leaned  over 
and  admonished  the  biker,  “You  will  answer  the  question, 
young  man."  ,.  . . ...  UI 

"Aw,  shit.  Judge,  I'm  sorry,"  replied  the  biker.  1 
thought  he  was  talking  to  you." 

A hit-and-run  victim  slowly  got  to  his  feet.  "My 
mother-in-law  just  tried  to  run  me  over,"  he  explained 
to  the  policeman. 

"But  how  do  you  know  that  it  was  your  mother-in- 
law?"  asked  the  officer. 

The  man  answered:  "I’d  recognize  that  laugh 
anywhercl" 

Two  men  and  a woman  were  stranded  on  an  island. 
After  two  weeks,  the  woman  was  so  ashamed  of  what 
she  was  doing,  she  killed  herself. 

After  two  more  weeks,  the  men  were  so  ashamed, 
they  finally  buried  her. 

After  two  more  weeks,  the  men  were  so  ashamed 
of  what  they  were  doing,  they  dug  her  back  up. 

A man  was  recovering  from  a heart  attack.  His  doctor 
told  him,  “No  more  drinking,  smoking  or  carousing 
for  you.” 

“How  about  sex?”  asked  the  panenL 
“Well,  okay,  I guess  so.  But  only  with  your  wife— I 
don’t  want  you  getting  excited.” 

A bouncer  threw  a noisy  customer  out  of  the  bar  four 
times  in  a row.  Each  time  the  unwarned  drunk  staggered 
back  in  for  more  of  the  same  Finally,  a biker  who'd  been 
watching  it  all  tapped  the  bouncer  on  the  shoulder. 

"Ya  wanna  know  why  that  lush  keeps  cornin'  back 
in?"  he  asked  the  bouncer.  "You’re  puttin'  too  much 
baekspin  on  him.  man!" 

Sunday  was  to  be  the  day  of  Phil's  wedding,  and  he 
and  his  father  were  enjoying  a nightcap  together.  Lift- 
ing his  glass  in  a toast  to  his  father,  Phil  asked,  “Any 
advice  before  I take  the  big  step.  Dad?" 

"Yes,"  the  father  said.  'Two  things:  First,  insist  on 
having  one  night  out  each  week  with  the  boys.  Sec- 
ond, don't  waste  it  on  the  boys." 

Question:  What  has  80  legs  and  an  IQ  of  100? 
Answer  The  first  four  rows  at  a wrestling  match. 

Two  old  women  were  silting  on  a bench  talking.  One 
asked  the  other.  "Hows  your  husband  holding  up 
in  bed  these  days?" 

The  second  old  woman  replied,  "He  makes  me  feel 
like  an  exercise  bike" 

"How's  that?" 

"He  climbs  on  and  starts  pumping  away,  but  we 
never  get  anywhere" 


llodney  stopped  in  the  bar  on  his  way  home  pulled 
up  a stool  and  ordered  a beer.  After  finishinghis  beer. 
Rodney  pulled  open  his  shirt  pocket,  looked  in  and 
ordered  another  beer.  He  downed  his  beer,  pulled 
open  his  shin  pocket,  looked  in  and  ordered  anoth- 
er beer.  The  banender  noticed,  but  didn't  comment 
Time  and  time  again  Rodney  would  finish  his  beer, 
look  in  his  pocket  and  reorder. 

Finally,  the  banender  asked.  "Why  do  you  pull  open 
your  shin  pocket  and  look  in  before  ordering?" 

"I  have  a picture  of  my  wife  in  there."  explained 
Rodney.  “When  she  sians  looking  good,  it's  time  to 
go  home." 


Late  one  afternoon,  a man  walked  up  to  a savings  and 
loan  branch  office  and  found  that  it  was  closed.  After 
several  minutes  of  pounding  on  the  door,  the  manager 
finally  appeared.  “We're  closed!"  he  shouted  through 
the  window. 

“What  the  hell  do  you  mean  you're  closed?"  the 
irate  man  shouted  back.  “Your  sign  says  you're  open 
from  nine  to  five." 

"Those  aren't  our  hours.  Those  are  the  odds  we'll 
be  open  tomorrow." 

A big  brute  of  a fellow  died  and  found  himself  in  front  of 
the  Pearly  Gates.  "Hello,  son,"  Saint  Peter  said,  jangling 
his  keys.  "Wbat  did  you  do  down  on  earth?" 

"I  was  a member  of  the  Washington.  D.C.,  SWAT 
team,"  he  replied. 

"Well,  I don't  think  there's  any  point  in  your  trying  to 
get  in  here,”  Saint  Peter  suggested. 

"I’m  not  trying  to  get  in,"  the  cop  retorted.  "I'm  giving 
you  all  five  minutes  to  get  out!” 

Question:  What's  the  difference  between  a woman 
with  PMS  and  a terrorist? 

Answer  You  can  negotiate  with  a terrorist. 

J esse,  a utility  company  president,  recounted  a recent 
experience.  His  wife  had  been  out  of  town  when  their 
beautiful  European  housemaid  sleepwalked  naked 
into  his  bedroom. 

"What  did  you  do?" 

"What  could  I do?  I love  my  wife.  I turned  her 
around  and  headed  her  back  to  her  own  bed.  What 
would  you  have  done?" 

“I  would've  done  exactly  what  you  did,  you  lying 
son  of  a bitch!” 

Question:  What's  the  difference  between  lawyers  and 
vultures? 

Answer.  Lawyers  accumulate  frequent-flyer  points. 


H man  was  sitting  in  a public  library,  collecting  some 
facts  on  births  and  deaths  of  different  races  for  a lec- 
ture he  had  to  give. 

“Good  Lordl”  he  suddenly  exclaimed  to  a stranger 
silting  nearby.  "Thai's  amazingl" 

"What  is?”  asked  the  stranger. 

“Do  you  know  that  every  time  I breathe,  a man  dies?" 

“How  interesting,"  replied  the  stranger.  "Why  don't 
you  try  using  a different  toothpaste?" 


"Donald  King  I How  many  times  does  I have  to  tell  you 
to  keep  yo'  thang  out  ol  that  light  socket?!" 


Two  men  in  the  lingerie  business  hired  a beautiful, 
but  very  naive  young  girl  to  model  their  new  line 
"If  somebody  doesn't  look  out  for  that  kid.  predict- 
ed one  “she's  going  to  be  taken  advantage  of.  I think 
it's  up  to  the  two  of  us  to  teach  her  what's  right  and 
what's  wrong." 

"I  most  definitely  agree."  replied  his  partner.  "You 
teach  her  what's  right" 

Norman  and  Carl  were  sipping  a glass  of  wine  at  the 
neighborhood  bar. 

"What's  the  matter?"  asked  Norman  of  his  buddy. 
"You  look  kind  of  down." 

“My  girlfriend  just  told  me  that  my  lovemaking  is  just 
like  a news  bulletin." 

"Why's  that?" 

“Because  it's  brief,  unexpected  and  usually  a 
disaster." 

A mother  and  her  young  son  were  boarding  a train 
when  the  boy  asked  his  mom,  “How  come  big  bears 
can  make  little  bears,  big  cows  can  make  little  cows, 
and  big  people  can  make  little  people,  but  big  trains 
can't  make  little  trains?" 

"Well,"  the  mother  replied.  "I  think  that’s  a ques- 
tion for  you  to  ask  the  conductor."  So  the  little  boy 
ran  off  to  find  the  conductor.  A little  later,  the  boy 
returned  to  his  mother.  “Well,"  she  asked,  “did  you  ask 
the  conductor?" 

"Yes,  Mother."  answered  the  boy: 

"And  what  was  his  answer?"  she  asked. 

"He  said  to  tell  you  that  big  trains  can  t make  little 
trains  because  the  Santa  Fe  always  pulls  out  on  time." 
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e sitting  in  the  vet’s  waiting  room  with  his  cat. 
a woman  walk  in  with  a very  handsome 
golden  retriever. 

'That’s  a beautiful  animal,  and  so  frisky"  he  said 
to  her.  “He  can’t  be  sick.  What's  he  here  for,  a shot?” 

“No,  not  a shot.”  she  said. 

"He's  sick?  What's  wrong  with  him?" 

"He  has  syphilis." 

“Syphilis?  How  did  he  get  syphilis?" 

"Well,  he  says  he  got  it  off  a tree" 

Two  Texas  women  met  a frog  on  the  street  one  after- 
noon. "Kiss  me,"  the  frog  said,  "and  I'll  turn  into  an 
independent  oil  man." 

One  of  the  women  picked  him  up  and  dropped  him 
into  her  purse 

"Aren't  you  going  to  kiss  him?”  the  other  asked. 

"Not  a chance"  the  first  replied.  "A  talking  frog  is 
worth  much,  much  more" 

Roy  and  his  buddy.  Donnie  were  duck  hunting.  Roy 
pointed  off  to  the  left  and  snapped  his  fingers,  and 
his  dog.  Warren,  ran  off  into  the  marsh.  Momentari- 
ly, Warren  returned.  He  had  a twig  in  his  mouth,  and 
he  starred  shaking  his  head  and  humping  wildly  on 
Donnie's  leg. 

Donnie  screamed,  “Roy,  call  your  dog  offl  This  old 
hound  of  yours  has  finally  lost  his  mindl" 

Roy  answered.  "Like  hell  he  hasl  Can't  you  see  he's 
trying  to  tell  you  that  over  to  the  left  there  are  more 
fucking  ducks  than  you  can  shake  a stick  at?" 

Doctor  Tm  afraid  I have  some  good  news  and  some 
bad  news.  Miss  Williams." 

Miss  Williams:  "Well,  give  me  the  good  news  first. 
Doc." 

Doctor.  "Your  lab  tests  came  back  today,  and  your 
crabs  are  all  gone." 

Miss  Williams:  "Gee.  that's  greatl  But  what's  the 
bad  news?” 

Doctor  “We  don't  know  what  killed  them." 

On  the  night  of  their  wedding  anniversary,  Mike's  wife 
was  awakened  by  Mike's  sudden  crying  fit.  “What’s  the 
maner,  darling?"  she  asked. 

Pulling  himself  together,  Mike  said,  “Do  you  remember 
the  night  your  father  caught  us  screwing  in  your  backyard?" 

“Yes,”  she  replied,  “of  course.  I remember." 

“Do  you  also  remember  how  he  forced  us  to  get  mar- 
ried. threatening  to  have  me  arrested  and  sent  to  prison  for 
25  years?" 

“Yes.  1 remember,  honey,  but  why  are  you  crying  about 
this  now?" 

"1  just  realized  I'd  be  getting  out  tomorrow!-  Mike  wailed. 

A man  arrived  home  early  to  find  his  wife  in  the  arms 
of  his  best  friend.  To  calm  the  shocked  husband,  the 
friend  suggested  they  play  gin  rummy.  "If  I win,"  he 
said,  "you  have  to  get  a divorce  so  I can  marry  her. 
If  you  win,  I promise  never  to  see  her  again." 

“Okay,"  agreed  the  husband,  "but  how  about  a pen- 
ny a point  to  make  it  interesting?" 


Little  Red  Riding  Hood's  grandmother  is  lying  in  bed  when  the  big  bad 
wolf  bursts  in  through  her  door.  *Oivr  me  all  your  money.'he  demands 
marling.  'Oh  no  you  don't*  says  the  grandmother,  pulling  a revolver 
out  from  under  the  sheets  and  training  it  on  the  wolf.*  Your  going  to 
eat  me  jusl  like  it  says  in  the  book!* 

A young  Indian  asks  his  father  ,*Pop  how  did  we  get  our  names?*  His 
father  says*  Well  Outs  simple,  my  son.  Your  grandmother  was  bom  when 
Ore  sun  was  camming  up  so  she  was  named  Riling  Sun.  Your  brother  was 
bom  near  a running  brook  so  he  was  named  Running  Brook.  Why  do  you 
ask.  Broken  Rubber? 

Whai  goes  in  turd  and  pin*  and  comes  out  soft  and  wet?  Bubble  gum 

A little  boy  and  a litOe  girl  are  playing.  The  little  boy  polls  down 
his  shorts  and  says.*  I have  one  of  these  and  you  don't  * The  little 
gi/l  runs  home  crying  to  her  mother.  The  nest  day  ilw  same  thing 
happens  only  the  little  girl  justs  sits  there  playing.  The  little  boy 
says,'  How  come  you  aren't  crying  today?*  To  which  the  little  girt 
replies,  pulling  up  her  dicss.*My  mother  says  that  with  one  of  tiicse 

Five  bad  things  about  being  an  egg: 


Vic  Rudcnu  noticed? 

Why  did  God  nuke  semen  ant 

What  do  you  do  with  a dog  th 


They  couldn't  get  the  tailgate  open. 
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NEWTON  MESSAGE  PAD 


"Mr.  LaForge,  may  I have  those  re- 
sults on  the  plasma  coil  inducer,  please?" 

Geordie  hands  Picard  his  electronic 
notepad  and  says  "everything  is  running 
like  a charm  since  I rearranged  the  phase 
inverter,  but  it’s  all  there  in  the  report  sir." 

For  those  of  you  who  missed  the  point 
in  this  dialogue,  the  central  item  should 
have  been  Geordie’s  electronic  notepad 
computer.  Those  gadgets  are  pretty  neat 
aren't  they? 

Well,  now  You  can  go  out  and  actually 
buy  yourself  one  at  your  local  Apple  com- 
puter store.  Mind  you,  it  doesn’t  do  com- 
plex warp  drive  and  subspace  field 
calculations,  but  it  does  recognize  your 
handwriting,  with  few  mistakes.  Before  I 
continue,  perhaps  I should  tell  you  a bit 
more  about  this  little  wonder  from  Apple 
Computer. 

Newton  is  the  first  in  a family  of  com- 
munications assistants  from  Apple. 

Apple  claims  that  it  is  as  easy  to  use 
as  a pencil  and  paper  so  we  here  at  the 
TOIKE  OIKE  had  to  find  out  what  all  the 
raving  was  about.  So  I marched  over  to 
the  University  of  Toronto  Bookstore  and 
headed  for  the  Computer  Shop  on  the 
third  floor  and  asked  "Just  what  is  this 
Newton,  anyway" 

After  some  introductions,  the  store 
manager,  Gary  agreed  to  lend  me  one  of 
his  Newtons  for  an  extended  trail.  I have 
to  mention  that  Apple  Canada  was  out  of 
demo  Newtons  and  the  U of  T computer 
Shop  went  above  and  beyond  the  call  on 
lending  this  item  to  me  with  a minimum  of 
hassle  and  red  tape.  Cheers  to  them! 

Newton  Features  and  Specs 

The  Newton  is  approximately  7 inches 
long  by  4.25  inches  wide  and  is  1 inch 
thick.  The  actual  writing  area  is  about  4 
inches  high  and  3 inches  wide.  There  is 
a 1/2  inch  high  bar  at  the  bottom  of  the 
writing  area  with  six  permanent  functions 
and  a scrolling  device  to  access  material 
above  and  below  the  viewing  area. 

The  shell  is  a dark  plastic  with  an  nifty 
soft,  scratch  resistant  coating.  There  is  a 
high  speed  serial  port  which  doubles  as 
both  an  AppleTalk  on  the  bottom  right 
hand  side  of  the  notepad  and  an  AC 
adapter  jack  beside  it.  Also  on  the  bottom 
right  of  the  pad  is  a small  speaker.  On  the 
top  edge  of  the  pad  is  a small  expansion 
slot  which  will  host  a variety  of  expansion 
cards  like  memory  cards  and  special  fea- 
ture devices  like  the  upcoming  pager 
card.  There  is  also  a pen  holder  on  the 
right  side  of  the  notepad.  The  screen  is  a 
non  backlit  LCD  type.  There  are  two  bat- 
teries in  the  rear  compartment.  One  is  a 
flat  lithium  3 volt  cell,  much  like  a watch 
battery  which  serves  as  a backup  battery. 
The  other  is  a battery  pack  which  holds  4 
AAA  cells. 

There  are  two  ways  you  can  buy  New- 
ton. First  is  the  basic  Newton  which  in- 
cludes the  message  pad  itself,  an  AC 
adapter,  a carrying  case,  an  instructional 
videocassette,  and  owner's  manual. 
This  will  set  you  back  about  $650  at  the 
U of  T Computer  Shop.  For  a few  extra 
bucks,  you  can  get  the  above  with  an 
optional  24/96  fax  modem,  connecting 
cables  and  interface  software  to  transfer 
information  to  and  from  either  your  MAC 
or  PC  with  Windows.  This  package  is 
$850.  For  $200  you  can  get  a 2 MB 
non-volatile  RAM  card  which  will  store 
programs  and  information,  and  can  be 
inserted  and  removed  while  Newton  is 
running,  making  its  use  much  like  that  of 
a floppy  disk.  A 4 mb  RAM  card  is  also 
available. 

Newton  boasts  some  pretty  impres- 
sive specs.  An  ARM  RISC  processor  run- 
ning at  20  MHz,  Apple’s  own  custom 
system  software,  4 MB  of  ROM,  a 336  x 
240  non-backlit  LCD  pixel  display,  640  K 
of  RAM,  180  K of  which  is  available  for 
the  user,  a high  speed  RS-422  serial  port 
which  is  AppleTalk  compatible,  one 
PMCIA  type  2 expansion  slot,  and  a low- 
power  half-duplex  infra-red  transceiver. 


What  Newton  does 

John  Sculley,  Apple’s  chairman  says, 
"We  believe  that  Newton  will  be  seen  as 
the  defining  technology  the  digital  age.  It 
will  be  focal  point  for  the  coming  conver- 
gence of  industry  sectors  such  as  com- 
puters, communications  and  consumer 
electronics." 

A high  hope,  for  sure.  Out  of  the  box 
Newton  has  a "Rolodex"  style  address 
memory  bank,  a daily  appointment  book 
with  multiple  features,  a basic  calculator, 
a financial  formula  library,  and  a time 
zone  chart. 

It  also  interfaces  directly  to  Apple 
printers,  or  you  can  purchase  interfaces 


it  if  you  use  printed  text  only,  cursive  text, 
or  a mixture  of  both.  You  then  tell  Newton 
how  you  draw  your  individual  characters. 
This  is  done  by  selecting  from  a menu  of 
individual  letter  styles  and  watching  how 
Newton  draws  them.  With  its  powerful 
RISC  processor,  and  the  fact  that  Newton 
recognizes  words  as  opposed  to  individ- 
ual characters,  Newton  converts  written 
words  with  surprising  speed.  However,  if 
the  word  is  not  in  the  dictionary,  there  is 
a 100%  chance  that  Newton  will  get  the 
word  wrong  unless  you  tell  it  to  'guess’ 
your  word.  This  slows  things  down  con- 
siderably. When  Newton  errs  on  a word, 
you  can  tap  twice  on  the  word  using  your 
pen,  and  a Keyboard  will  appear  on  the 
screen.  You  can  then  "type"  the  word  in 
directly  with  your  pen.  If  Newton  simply 
vrong,  you  can  tap 
twice  on  the  offend- 
ing word  and  you 
will  see  a selection 
of  possible  alterna- 
tives. Simply  select 
one  or  bring  up  the 
keyboard  and  re- 
enter the  word 
manually. 

As  you  use  the 
notepad,  it  learns 
how  you  write  so  af- 
ter a few  weeks  your 
notepad  will  work 
better  for  you  than 
anyone  else.  I have 
to  say  "nice  job"  on 
this  feature.  Next  it- 
erations of  the  oper- 
ating system 
software  will  only 
get  better. 


printers  like  the  popular  Epson  FX  line 
and  the  IBM  Proprinter  line.  You  can  even 
request  a page  preview  and  Newton  will 
display  it  for  you  with  surprising  speed. 

The  $850  package  includes  a printer 
cable  and  a 2400/9600  baud  fax  modem. 
This  fax  modem  plugs  directly  into  New- 
ton’s serial  port.  You  can  write  a short 
note  and  fax  it  back  to  the  office,  or  you 
can  leave  it  in  Newton’s  "out  box"  and  fax 
it  later  when  you  have  access  to  a phone 
line. 

The  other  way  to  transfer  information 
is  by  a process  which  Apple  calls  "beam- 
ing". In  effect,  this  is  simply  exchanging 
information  from  one  Newton  to  another 
via  an  infrared  transceiver  mounted  on 
the  top  edge  of  the  notepad's  case.  Infor- 
mation may  be  exchanged  at  distances 
up  to  3 metres. 

Upcoming  goodies  include  interfacing 
to  networks,  sending  Email  through  a 
process  called  NewtonMail,  and  wireless 
messaging  or  paging  through  Cantel 
Paging.  Messages  received  through  the 
messaging  card  will  be  displayed  on  the 
Newton  screen. 

The  best  thing  about  Newton  is  that  it 
is  expandable  and  programmable.  I 

have  tried  a few  programs  which  I 
picked  up  from  a BBS  in  Toronto.  One 
was  a TETRIS  game  (go  figure).  Another 
a shopping  list  program  that  allows  you  to 
keep  a running  total  of  your  purchases 
and  even  has  a feature  to  let  you  compare 
the  prices  of  two  items  of  the  same  type 
but  different  size  so  you  can  see  which  is 
the  better  deal  per  unit  weight  or  volume 
of  a given  product. 

Third  party  developers  are  currently  in 
the  process  of  writing  hundreds  of  New- 
ton applications  from  scientific  calcula- 
tors, to  medical  databases,  to  world-wide 
route  maps  and  travel  planners. 

Handwriting  Recognition 

The  most  innovative  feature  of  the 
Newton  is  its  ability  to  recognize  hand- 
writing. It  does  this  in  several  ways.  First 
you  must  tell  the  notepad  how  you  write. 
This  is  done  by  telling  Newton  whether 
you  write  with  closely-spaced  letters  or  if 
you  space  out  your  writing.  It  will  also  tell 


Dislikes 

The  battery  brings  me  to  my  first  little 
gripe.  I have  to  give  the  folks  at  Apple  bad 
marks  for  the  battery,  because  it  uses 
AAA  batteries  which  are  dismal  perform- 
ers. Expect  to  get  about  1.5  hours  of 
continuous  use  before  the  batteries  die. 
Apple  does,  however  sell  a rechargeable 
battery  pack  and  it  is  available  for  $49.95 
in  the  Computer  Shop  in  the  U of  T book- 
store. 

This  battery  pack  is  simply  four  AAA 
rechargeable  cells  in  a sealed  enclosure. 
The  rechargeable  pack  has  expectedly 
poor  performance.  Expect  to  get  no  more 
than  half  an  hour  of  continuous  use  or 
about  1 .5  hours  of  intermittent  use  before 
Newton  warns  you  that  power  is  running 
low.  Certainly  Apple  could  have  specified 
a more  functional  rechargeable  battery 
pack  like  a lithium  cell,  or  an  rechargeable 
alkaline  pack  which  wouldn't  suffer  from 
the  dreaded  "memory  effect". 

I also  do  not  like  the  fax  modem.  This 
modem  is  a black  plastic  device  that  is  the 
size  of  a cassette  tape,  but  thicker,  plugs 
into  the  serial  port  and  runs  off  of  two  AA 
batteries.  I think  that  the  modem  would 
be  better  suited  if  it  was  a card  that 
plugged  into  the  expansion  slot.  Carrying 
the  modem  around  is  very  inconvenient 
because  it  takes  up  so  much  space.  Mo- 
dems do  exist  that  fit  into  the  expansion 
slot  which  is  a standard  PMCIA  slot.  Why 
Apple  chose  the  external  modem  is  be- 
yond me.  This  is  currently  being  ad- 
dressed by  Apple. 

Newton  is  also  rather  slow.  Then 
again,  what  first  generation  computer 
isn’t?  Programs  take  a few  seconds  to 
run,  and  Newton  lags  behind  when  you 
are  writing,  although  you  can  keep  writing 
while  Newton  translates  and  stay  two  or 
three  words  ahead  at  all  times.  This  will 
surely  improve  with  newer  versions. 

The  desktop  interface  program  is  ex- 
tremely poor.  It  does  not  allow  you  to 
have  a 'virtual'  Newton  in  your  desktop 
PC  or  MAC,  and  it  has  very  limited  fea- 
tures. However,  a new  version  has  been 
available  for  some  time,  and  Apple  offers 
the  upgraded  version  for  free  when  you 
send  in  your  registration  card.  An  even 


better  version  is  planned  for  release  by 
Apple. 

An  interface  for  Microsoft  Windows  is 
also  available. 

Available  Accessories 

There  is  a whole  catalogue  of  avail- 
able extras,  for  every  budget. 

There  is  a vinyl  carrying  case  avail- 
able, with  pockets  for  your  expansion 
cards  and  memory  cards,  as  well  as  a 
beautiful  zippered  leather  carrying  case 
resembling  a file-o-fax.  This  item  can  be 
bought  for  about  $190.  Pretty  steep,  but 
I’d  say  it's  worth  it. 

Coming  soon  are  expansion  cards 
with  programs  on  them,  and  an  expan- 
sion card  that  is  actually  a Cantel  Alpha- 
numeric pager.  When  you  plug  this  card 
into  the  slot,  your  messages  are  dis- 
played on  the  Newton's  screen.  Pretty 
handy  card. 

Rechargeable  NiCad  battery  packs 
are  available,  which  can  be  charged  sim- 
ply by  leaving  them  inside  the  Newton 
and  plugging  in  the  AC  adapter,  but  an 
external  quick-charger  is  also  available. 

Finally,  a programmer’s  kit  is  also 
available  for  those  who  wish  to  develop 
Newton  applications.  At  present,  only  a 
MAC  programmer’s  kit  is  available,  but 
Apple  promises  a programmer's  kit  for 
Windows  as  well. 

Impressions 

Handy  size,  excellent  rubber  plastic 
shell,  light  weight  (only  one  pound)  and 
superior  fit  and  finish  make  the  Newton 
an  excellent  piece  of  work.  Also,  the  looks 
you  get  from  people  on  the  subway  and 
the  comments  of  amazement  from  peo- 
ple you  demonstrate  this  to  are  all  plus 
marks.  Expandability,  software,  and  ac- 
cessories should  make  Newton  a suc- 
cess. in  the  future. 

However,  no  one  wants  to  spend 
$1 000  on  a Rolodex  and  day  timer  so  the 
price  is  still  very  high.  Once  the  price 
comes  down,  I’m  sure  that  Newton  will  be 
a winner.  Other  bad  marks  must  be  given 
to  a dismally  poor  battery  pack.  AA  bat- 
teries would  have  been  a much  better 
choice,  would  have  lasted  longer  and 
cost  less.  I look  forward  though,  to  the 
second  iteration  of  this  technology.  Also, 
software  availability  is  still  pretty  sparse. 

There  is  lots  of  stuff  available  on  In- 
ternet FTP  if  you  are  handy  with  the  ECF 
terminals  or  have  Internet  access,  but 
commercially,  software  is  not  as  accessi- 
ble. The  future  looks  a bit  brighter,  though 
as  hundreds  of  software  developing  com- 
panies and  third  party  hardware  manu- 
facturers have  already  committed 
themselves  to  releasing  Newton  soft- 
ware. Look  for  goodies  like  a medical 
reference  for  doctors,  and  a mini  spread- 
sheet program  among  others. 

As  a closing  note,  I would  like  to  say 
that  95%  of  this  review  was  created  using 
the  Newton  itself.  Yes,  folks,  this  was  all 
'written',  not  typed!  I must  say,  that  I be- 
came quite  proficient  at  using  the  Newton 
by  the  time  this  article  was  written,  and 
Newton  recognized  my  words  with  sur- 
prising accuracy. 

If  you  can  afford  one,  I think  you 
should  get  one,  because  Newton  repre- 
sents a huge  paradigm  shift  in  personal 
computing.  Although  it  won't  replace  the 
desktop  PC  any  time  soon,  this  technol- 
ogy will  surely  take  off  once  support  for  it 
is  available.  The  fact  that  it  is  expandable, 
and  Apple  Computer  is  committed  to  the 
technology,  you  can't  really  go  wrong  if 
you  do  buy  one. 

Who  knows,  pretty  soon  they’ll  be  as 
common  as  Geordie  LaForge's  comput- 
erized notepad,  and  everyone  will  have 
them,  just  as  we  do  pocket  calculators. 
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